The
BURRA
FESTIVALE
with TONY BACKHOUSE
25 - 30 October - 2016

5 days and nights of acappella singing
in the heritage town of Burra,
South Australia.

about the Burra Festivale 2016
Over 5 days and nights you will be drawn into song.
Not just the songs you rehearse daily, but the song of life
that moves slowly along in the little heritage town of Burra,
South Australia.
You will sing by the Burra Creek, in woolsheds, in old
breweries and churches. There will be impromptu
concerts in the street, in an outback pub ending in a
Saturday night performance for locals.
The music becomes marinated in the atmosphere, history
and people of Burra. It makes for a richer, more complex
sound. Indeed, by the end of the Festivale you will feel as
though you are living inside a song.
The gospel acappella tradition was created by African
slaves in America who sought release from the brutality of
daily life. Here in Burra, the Welsh and Cornish miners
sought a similar expression of the soul. You don’t have to
be able to sing, just to want to share the voice you have
with others.
Now in its fourth year, the Burra Festivale is a beautiful
experience. It is a Festivale for Human Beings.
WHERES BURRA? Approx 2 hours and 162 Kilometers
north of Adelaide.

about Tony
Backhouse

Composer . Vocal Arranger Singer - Author - Choir Director W o r k s h o p L e a d e r, To n y
Backhouse, BA,B.Mus, is one of
the leaders in the Australasian
acappella movement.
To n y B a c k h o u s e f o u n d e d
Australia’s foremost acappella
gospel choir Café of the Gate of
Salvation in 1986, and directed it
for 21 years. He arranged and
composed the bulk of their
repertoire and still writes music
regularly for them. He founded a
cappella choir the Honeybees
and has directed and sung with
reclusive male a cappella trio
Heavenly Lights since 1996.
In demand for his inspiring
teaching style, Tony has run more
than 2,000 vocal workshops
throughout the world for the
public, for festivals, schools,
universities, churches,
organisations and corporate
training events.
WWW.TONYBACKHOUSE.COM.AU

itinerary
Tuesday: 9 am > Buses leave Adelaide - 12 pm >
Check-In available at Paxtons Cottages - 1pm >
Lunch - 2pm > Briefing - 3pm - 5pm > Workshop
6.pm > Evening meal - 8pm > Workshop by the
lake.
Wednesday: 7 am > Morning Yoga/walk - 8.30 am
> Breakfast - 9.30 -11.30 am > Workshop - 1pm >
Lunch - 2.30 - 4.30 pm > Workshop - 6.pm >
Evening meal.
Thursday: 7 am > Morning Yoga/walk - 8.30 am >
Breakfast - 9.30 am > Bus Pick-up for Mystery Day of
Impossible Delights. Lunch & workshops on the trail
- 5.30pm > Dinner at undisclosed location > Return
to Paxtons.
Friday: 7 am > Morning Yoga/walk - 8.30 am >
Breakfast- 9.30 am > Workshop/performance for
kids at Burra School - 10.30 am > Workshop at
Bernadine’s Woolshed 1pm - Lunch - 2 - 4 pm >
Workshop continues - 6.30pm > evening meal in
town
Saturday: 7 am > Morning Yoga/walk - 8.30 am >
Breakfast - 9.30 am > Workshop/rehearsals for
evening concert - 1pm > Lunch - 2 pm til 4.30 pm >
Workshop/rehearsals continue - 6 pm > Leave for
performance - 6-30 til 7.30 pm > Performance - 8
pm > Post gig performance and buffet dinner.
Sunday: 7 am > Yoga/walk - 8.30 am > Breakfast 9.30 am > Final Sing - 10 am > Depart.
**** The itinerary is subject to change to reflect
weather, creative license and other factors.

what do I get?
The workshop INCLUDES:

• workshops with Tony Backhouse as we prepare
to perform on the Saturday night.
• 5 nights accommodation at Paxton’s Cottages
[See below for accomodation configurations]
• all breakfasts, lunches, 2 dinners - at our mystery
location on Thursday night and on the evening of
concert on Saturday night - 12 meals in total.
• morning walks/yoga with Cisco & Raymond.
• mystery tour on Thursday with flash singing gigs.
• professionally stage managed last night
performance.
• Access to local places of interest.

It EXCLUDES:

• airfares to and from Adelaide.
• Evening meals on Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday
night.
• alcohol.

How do I get there?

Either by car or we have arranged a bus to pick
people up at 9am on Tuesday morning from one
of two accomodation places in Adelaide - The
Adabco Boutique Hotel or the Paringa Hotel. The
Coach will depart Burra on Sunday morning at 10
am and should arrive in Adelaide around 1 pm.
**Payment of $50 each way is made directly to the
bus driver.
HOW DO I BOOK?
Go to WWW.ELECTRONICSWAGMAN.COM.AU/
TOURS-WORKSHOPS/BURRA-FESTIVALE-2016
and select your deal.
Past Choiristers have been offered an Early Bird
Discount of $1000 with payment in full. New
subscribers can deposit $600 and pay within one
month of the commencement of the Festivale.

Accomodation Notes
We occupy 25 cottages in Paxtons Cottages.
They are simple and authentic old miners
cottages centred around a quadrangle where
breakfast is served daily. All cottages have
cooking facilities and fresh linen. There is a
laundry situated in the quadrangle.
The Configurations are:
• 10 x one-bedroom cottages for couples or
two friends and there is a limited supply of
single supplements [$500 per person]
• 3 x two-bedroom cottages with separate
lounge and kitchen. These will take 4 people
each cottage.
• 10 x one-bedroom with a separate lounge
room, kitchen and toilet. Both rooms have two
beds. These cottages will take 3 people.
*** Rooms will be allocated on a first booked
basis.

Food notes
Beautiful, healthy food is
superbly presented by the
wonderful Burra Fresh team.
Their meals create the perfect
accompaniment to our singing
and cultural activities.
Each breakfast and lunch is
catered as well as two evening
meals, one at a mystery location
on our Thursday excursion day
and the other immediately after
the Saturday night concert.
On the Tuesday, Wednesday and
Friday nights we recommend
local restaurants within short
walking distance.
*** All dietary requests such as
gluten free, lactose free etc are
catered for.

You are part of a
bigger plan
The Burra Festivale is part of a larger
development currently in planning
by its organiser, Raymond Hawkins,
aka The Electronic Swagman, and
the Goyder Council in which Burra
lies.
Burra stands as one of the most
beautiful and historical towns in
Australia. Like all regional towns it
needs to embrace change to ensure
survival. A program called Burra Home of the Boutique Festivals intends to capitalise on Burra’s
priceless assets and embrace that
change.
Burra is tailormade as a place where
artists. writers, film makers and other
creatives can study and practice their
craft. It is our clear intention to
develop such a program over the
coming years. The International
Burra Art Residency - iBAR - is first
on the agenda for Summer, 2017.
Top Australian artists will conduct a 6
week program that accesses all the
made and natural landscapes that
surround Burra.
Boutique festivals such as iBAR will
bring vitality and income to town.
For its part the Goyder Council are
looking to upgrade the
accomodation facilities of Paxtons
Cottages to incorporate such a
development.
Apart from everything, Burra makes
you feel like you’ve come home.

